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What investors want
If you have ever sat in on any kind of seaweed conference, you will have

likely heard the cry for more investment into seaweed farms.

Entrepreneurs complain it's difficult to convince investors of the value of

their aquaculture start-ups. In turn, investors reply there aren't enough

investment-grade opportunities.

I was always left wondering what that meant in concreto, "investment-

grade." How do you value a seaweed farm? So I was happy to hear John

Thomson finally spell it out for me. Investors want

1. Companies that are sufficiently well structured

2. Good management and good leadership

3. A site and a manufacturing process around the seaweed that is

robust and reasonably secured

4. Some line of sight to off-take agreements or processing agreements

that are commercial and understandable

Seems reasonable enough. But apparently, not so easy to find. To keep

track of investments past and present in the seaweed industry, I started

compiling a list, currently totaling $170M. Let me know what you think.
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BUSINESS

New farms, windfall for China's kelp industry

The state of New York delivers its first kelp farming permits.

New Zealand's Waikaitu Ltd is aiming to export its new biostimulants

made from invasive seaweeds that were fouling farmers' mussel lines. 

The Seaweed Company is starting a pilot farm in Morocco (NL).

A new community-owned 6ha farm in Scotland will focus on sugar kelp.

In Tunisia, Selt Marine harvests its first aquaculture seaweed after 2

decades of waiting for permission.

http://localhost:3000/decode_hex/68747470733a2f2f707265766965772e6d61696c65726c6974652e636f6d2f743667307731
https://phyconomy.net/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/351626812_Valuation_of_a_Company_Producing_and_Trading_Seaweed_for_Human_Consumption_Classical_Methods_vs_Real_Options
https://youtu.be/k9kPzbxUvqg
https://phyconomy.net/investing/
https://landing.mailerlite.com/webforms/landing/n9d9r0
https://twitter.com/NYSenate/status/1402325697050386434
https://www.nzherald.co.nz/the-country/news/pest-seaweed-products-set-to-hit-export-market/ZQA7EGMT7W5AYB6VRIRNBOWZCE/
https://www.rijksoverheid.nl/ministeries/ministerie-van-buitenlandse-zaken/het-werk-van-bz-in-de-praktijk/weblogs/2021/pionieren-met-zeewier-in-marokko
https://swmid.co.uk/news-events/aird-fada-seaweed-farm-infrastructure-installation/
https://www.trtworld.com/life/seaweed-farming-continues-to-grow-in-mediterranean-trailblazer-tunisia-47749


India’s Central Marine Fisheries Research Institute is looking to promote

fish-mussels-seaweed IMTA along the coast of Kerala after a successful

pilot.

China's kelp farmers expect a financial windfall as prices have risen 10%.

CH4 Global signs its first off-take agreement for asparagopsis feed for 10

000 heads of cattle.

Plantruption has big plans for Ireland's first seaweed-based plant burger.

INVESTMENT

Funding boost for Australia's R&D landscape

Norwegian Seaweed Production gets $2.2M (NO) and a license to harvest

30 000 tonnes of kelp annually for the next 10 years.

Hawaii-based Blue Ocean Barns raises $5M for asparagopsis.

C-Combinator is starting a crowdfunding campaign to expand

its sargassum collection in the Caribbean.

Australia's Marine Bioproducts Cooperative Research Centre gets A$270M

in funding for its decade-long research program.

SCIENCE

The value of Greenland's seaweeds

A study uncovers the value of Greenland's seaweeds (DK) for local diets,

and for export. 

After demonstrating the importance of coastal seaweed for shorebirds,

scientists urge beach communities to leave it.

A review of 65 studies to quantify the habitat benefits of mussel, oyster,

clam and seaweed farms shows that biodiversity increased compared to

unfarmed sites.

A new study maps the world's giant kelp forests.

CONSERVATION

Revitalizing kelp forests in Canada and UK

West Sussex bans trawling and is looking to restore its kelp forests.

Revitalizing kelp forests and native knowledges goes hand in hand in

Canada.

JUST FOR FUN

Japanese seaweed company mascots

You didn't know you needed one. 
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