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Establishing seaweed provenance in Indonesia
There have been a number of attempts to establish the provenance of

seaweed. None have worked so far, perhaps because farmers were asked

for a lot of extra work without getting much in the way of benefits back. 

Sea Green has developed a blockchain-based system that promises to

help farmers get an upside to higher-quality seaweed, while

intermediaries get easier mobile payments. 

It's targeted at the Indonesian market for now, and the level of data

(light intensity, water temp, geo-location) is impressive. Cryptocurrency

has wisely been avoided and training is a big part of the app.

Will Sea Green soon be rolled out across the globe, or is it another

project to be tossed on the ever-growing mountain of scrapped

blockchain projects?
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BUSINESS

Harvest time

Maine's aquaculture harvest has tripled in 2 years to 360 tonnes wet

weight, but wild harvest is still 20 times more in the state.

Canadian start-up Cascadia Seaweed harvested 30 000 metres of line

this year. 

A lot has been made of Bali's return to seaweed because of Covid. Is

seaweed a plausible alternative for tourism in Bali? No.

Mario Patrocollo of pharmacy giant Walgreens has joined Seaweed & Co

as Chairman of the Board to drive its growth in the European food

supplement industry.

INVESTMENT

Capgemini launches seaweed accelerator

Land-based seaweed cultivation got a boost of confidence last
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month when Denmark's Pure Algae got a 2 million DKK (270 000 euro)

investment. 

CapGemini has launched its Blue Challenge seaweed accelerator in

cooperation with Biomarine. 5 start-ups have been selected:

Eranova, bioplastics company based in France

Marea, bioplastics company based in Iceland

Mwani Zanzibar, seaweed farms and skin care based in Tanzania

Redrose Development, seaweed cultivation company based in

Ireland

Zero Circle, bioplastics company based in India

SCIENCE

Seaweed blue carbon and ocean acidity called into

question

A new paper in Nature concludes that carbon accounting of ocean

afforestation comes with similar complexities and uncertainties as iron

fertilization and that abiotic CDR pathways might have a better shot to

measurably remove atmospheric CO2. Meanwhile, another paper states

that outwelling could exceed sediment burial as a long-term carbon

sequestration mechanism. 

Cultivating seaweed in less than 1% of the U.S. Gulf of Mexico could fulfill

the USA's nutrient pollution reduction goals, say researchers. At the

same time, an explosive article in Science has called into question a

decade of ocean acidification studies using science's f-word: falsification.
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